
February 23, 1973 

Dr. Michael Stoker 
Imperial Cancer Rerearch 
Fund Laboratosier 
P.O. BoxNo.  123 
Lincob'r Ikn Fieldr 
London, WCZA 3PX 
England 

Dear Mike, 

I'm sorry for the delay in anrwerfng your h r t  letter 
but thing# have bean @%e haetk b r e  the last few weekr. The 
Goverment'8 dectrion to e l 3 m b t s  the NLH Tratntng Programr 
hrrr had conrklsrrabb Impact on the MrbkrL School and ouf 
Department. W e  have beon rgonfsing about finding way8 and 
mean. to continue supporting our esrirtirq and prorpctiver gradu- 
ate rtudentr. In rome way wu murt find about $ l f N , O O O  to pick 
up that lors. And doing that in the present climate of retrsoOhmaat 
and dimaffection of Boric rsrsarch #hall not be eary. 

Progrerr in the lab har also been 8 1 0 W a ~  than urusl. 

completed the axmlyris of reven of the STUl cloner and they each 
fall within the range of valuer we found prcviourly, i. e., b t w e e n  
0.2  to 0.5 viral genome aquivalentr per cell. So f don't think we 
ever had a mixed population of cellr without viral DNA and romt 
containing multiple equivaieatr. ST-4 also contOirra38 0.3 but 
sT1.6 +axw W c h  of cells; the ones you rent had thawed completely 
by the time they arrived (L think the contiliner war too small a6 
there war no trace of any CQ)) was not rignifkantly different 
from BHK. AS2, a tranrformed BHK line you ssat ur a long time 
ago and which we only jurt analysed, contained 1.2 squivaltmtr per 
cell. 
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AB for a new ST series, it certainly seems like a worth- 
while thing to look at but at the moment we're a bit up to our 
ears in other things. Wouldn't it be logical to check any new 
3ST" isolates for Tag and TSTA first and then if  they look "curious" 
we would certainly check them for PP DNA sequences. 

Therela been no word from H. Smith although tahe told 
me she waa isolating a new set of ab0 ines. 

defective SV40 DNA so that she could do the annealing kinetfcs 
of those to see if their earlier results could be explained by the 
use of a probe which contained host sequences. But she never 
came round to pick it up and 1% been too bury and rehctant to 
prod her hrrther, 

W e  did offer to 
give her some of our last batch of P 3c labeled defective and no* 

I thought the Biohazard meeting m a  as good ars could be 
expected. It didn't appreciably relieve or increase any of the 
anxieties but perhaps it heightened the awareness that there'e a 
problem and that some ssriour t W n g  baa to be done. W e  hope 
there might be several positive steps to come out of it: A registry 
and pep%a)p- a7 p ~ o c o l  for a prospective epidemiologic rtudy of 
present day investigator8 working with different types of cell cul- 
tures and ongogenic viruses; a or l'Bulletia'l baaed 
periodically reporting new development8 in the technology and 
tschniquar of dealing with potential biohasarde; some way of 
doing in-depth study of any " s ~ r p i c i o ~ s "  occurrence# of tumors, 
infections etc, to see if any of our current detection methods can 
exonerate or implicate laboratory Wectiorur ; the book should 
not only be a useful compendium of information relevant to poten- 
tial biohasards but it will be an interesting source for the natural 
histories of many viruses. 

Once again I'm looking forward to my visit at ICRF. I 
expect I'll be arriving on May 2nd 80 that 1% have a b y  or two 
to acc&riate to the t h e  change before plunging into a full and 
busy day on May 4. Hopefully, 1'11. be able to &end my 6rPy in 
London to about the next mid-week b M j r y  9th-10th) and be able 
to spend a few days longer at the Fund and visiting Oxford. I'd 
not aoked before but can my expanses for the week baa taken care 
of by the Fund? Allro has the lab made arrangements for a place 
for me to stay or shall I go ahead with thrr tentative a;rrangemtmts 
I've already made from this end? 
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My best to Veronica, Renato and Maureen, Ponte, Lionel 
and all of the lovely ladier in the office. 
send their best. 

Marianne and Millie 

Sincerely y a r a ,  

PB:af 


